L. THEKEY

THE (RAG] ARMY HAD CONGQUERED THE CITY OF KHORRAMSHAHR. THEIE ARMS WERE MODERN, BUT WHERE
IRAQ HAD QUALITY, WE HAD QUANTITY, COMPARED TO IRAG, IRAN HAD A HUGE RESERVUIE OF;PCITEN'F'IAL
SOLDIERS, THE NUMBER OF WAR MARTYRS EMPHASIZED THAT DIFFEREMCE,

CAN YOU HELP HOW CAM | MOT SEE 7 THEY'RE (
. ACCORDING TO SHITE TRADI-
ME STYLE MY COME ALL THEY Car TO SHOW TION, WHEN AN UNMARRIED
HOW MANY PEOPLE HAVE DIED, MAMN DIES, A NUFTIAL
THE STREETS ARE PACKED CHAMBER 1S BUILT FOR Hifd
WITH HUPTIAL CHAMBERS, THAT WaY, THE DEAD MAN
THESE CASUALTIES CARNAL KNOMLEDGE. |

~

IT WAS DBWIDUS THAT
MANY OF THE FIGHTERS
DIED VIRGIMS.,

(UR COUNTRY Has
ALWAYS KMOWR
WAR AND
MARTYRS, SO, LIKE
MY FATHER SAID:
MAHEMN A Bl WANVE
COMES, LOWER.
YOUR HEAD AND
LET IT PASS!”

THAT'S VERY PERSIAN. THE
PHILOSOPHY OF RESIGMATION
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B, IT WASH'T ALWAYS EASY :

gy

| AGREED “WITH MY MOTHER. | T00 TRIED TO THIMK OMLY OF LIFE. HOWEVE
AT SCHOOL, THEY LIMNED US UP TWICE A DAY TO MOURM THE WAR DEAD. TH

PUT OM FUNERAL MARCHES

AND WE HAD TO BEAT OUR BREASTS.
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| REMEMBER MY INITIATION. IT WAS THE FIRST THEM THE LOUDSPEAKERS STARTED TO SIMG.
CAY OF CLASS AFTER SUMMER VACATION.

BABABABABAS
£ HEY TROOPS OF ...
BE J READY, B

BE READY

WAR HAS TAKEN THE FLOWER

WELCOME, GIRLS OF IRAN, THE
OF DUR MATION'S YOUTH!

IT WASH'T AS BAD AS OME MIGHT THIMK, WE'D
SEEM IT BEFORE.

HITTING YOURSELF IS OME OF SOMETIMES EVEN WITH CHAINS, IT COULD GO VERY FaR.

THE COUNTRY'S RITUALS. BURING
CERTAIN RELIGIOUS CEREMOMNIES,
SOME PECPLE FLAGELLATED
THEMSELVES BEUTALLY.

SOMETIMES |IT \WAS COMSIDEEED
& MACHD THIMNG.
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AFTER A LITTLE WHILE, N0 ONE
TOOK THE TORTURE SESSIONS
SERIQUSLY ARNYMOREE. AS FOR
ME, | IMMEDIATELY STARTEDR
MAKING FUM OF THEM.

THE MARTYRES!

SATRAPI! WHAT ARE “OU
DOING ON THE GROUND?

I SUFFERIMG,
CAN'T You SEEP

EVERY SITUATION OFFERED AN OFPORTUMITY FOR
LAUGHS: LIKE WHEN WE HAD TO KNIT WINTER
HOGDS FOR, THE SOLDIERS...

OR WHEM WE HAD TO DECORATE THE CLASSROOM

FOR THE AMNINVERSARY OF THE REVOLUTION...

STOP THAT! OR. I'LL CALL
THE PRINCIPALN

TOWET
PAPER. 77

YOU'RE AS WORTHLESS AS
YOUR DECORATIONS! YOU'RE
WORTHLESS ! woU HEAR
MET WORTHLESS M,

WHD SAID THAT? WHO WAS
IT? DOES SHE HAVE THE
COURAGE TO STAMD UP? IF
HOT, YOU'LL ALL BE PUMNISHED!
WELL? WHO was IT 727
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| THIMKE THAT THE REASDN WE WERE S0 REBELLIDUS WAS THAT QUR GEMERATION HAD KMOWM SECULAR

SEHOOLS, 0BVIOUSLY, THEY CALLED DUR. PARENTS IM.

YOUR CHILPEEM HAVE MO
RESPECT FOR AMYTHIMG.
MO SELF-COMTROL! THE
BAsSIS OF EDUCATION COMES
FEOM THE FAMILY!

STOP RIGHT THERE. WOU'RE
SAYING THAT WE DON'T
KCHOW HOW TO EDUCATE
QUR CHILDREN?

LISTEN, WE'RE AT WaR, &4 LOT
OF CHILDREN DON'T EVEM HAVE
SCHOOL THESE DAYS, YOURS
HAVE A RARE OFPIRTUNMITY.
50 YOU SHOULD MAKE SURE
THEY RE WELL-BEHAVED !

WELL-BEHAVED 7 S0 THEY Cam
HIT THEMSELVES TWICE & DaY??

THEY CAM BE
FOREIDDEN
TO PLAY

LIKE THE KIpS
THEY ARE 77

ANYWAY, THAT'S HOW
IT 18! EITHER THEY DBEY
THE Lasw, OR THEY'RE
EXPELLED!

AND MAKE SURE THEY WEAR
THEIR VEILS CORRECTLY...
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IF HAIR 15 AS
STIMULATING
a5 YOU SaY,

THEN YOU NEED
TO SHAVE YOUR.
MUSTACHE!

My FATHER ACTUALLY SAID THAT,




GIRLS HAD TO MAKE WINTER
HOODS FOR THE SOLDIERS, BUT
BOYS HAD TO PREPARE TO
BECOME SOLDIERS.

——
HI MRS, HASREINE.
WOU DOMYT LOOK
WELL.

MRS, HASRINE WAS DUR Mall,

IT'S A
PLASTIC
KEY

PAIMTED
GOLG.

50, TELL ME,
WHAT'S WRONGT

THEY GAVE THIS TO MY SOM
AT SCHOOL. THEY TOLD THE
BOYS THAT IF THEY WEMT
TO WaR, AMND WERE LUCKY
ENDUGH TO DIE, THIS KEY WOULD
GET THEM IMNTO HEAVEHN,

HO, MY CHILD,
I'™M HOT OK.

I'LL MAKE
SOME TEA.

I'VE SUFFERED S0 MUCH, | RAISED MY FIVE KIbs
WITH THE WATER OF MY TEARS, NOW THEY WAaNT
TO TRADE THIS KEY FOR MY OLPEST SOM...

ALL MY LIFE, I'VE BEEN FAITHFUL

TO THE RELIGION, IF IT'S COME
TO THS... WELL, | CAN'T BELIEVE
I ANYTHING ANYMORE ...
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THEY TOWD HIM THAT IN PARA-
DISE THERE WILL BE PLEMTY
OF FOOD, WOMEN aAMD HIUSES
MADE OF GOLD AMD DLAMONDS.

BRIMG HIM
HERE, I'LL

OM THE WaY, | THOUGHT
OF MY COUSIN PEYMAM,
HE WS ALSD FOURTEEN,

WHEM | GOT BACK FEOM SCHOOL...

MADE-UP STORIES! WHAT
HELL? "WIHAT FARADISE?

STUFRNG YOUR FACE!
: ]f

~e

LISTEN, CHILD, THOSE ARE Ju-a'r]

THIMK ABOUT WHEM YOU'RE
GROWR UP, w0l WILL G0 TO
COLLEGE. YOU'LL BECOME SOMERBICH,

L I'LL MARRY HER! :)

M GDIMG TO
MY EO0M.

HEY! PEYMANT. WHAT?,,,
MNEXT WEEK YOU'RE

HAVIMNG A PARTY P..lLL
ASK MY DM,

THEY AIVE YOU THE KEYS

TELL ME, AT SCHOOL, DID
TO PARADRISE?
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SHAHABR WAS AMOTHER COUSIM.

MOM, PEYMAN INVITED ME 0O0H! SHAHAR! HE HADM'T BEEN LUCKY: THE WAR

TO A PARTY. CAN | G0 7 : STARTED JUST AS HE BEGAN HIS
MILITARY SERVICE. THEY SENT
HIph TO THE FRONT RIGHT away,

IT'S AWFUL. EVERY DAY | SEE BUSES FULL OF
KIDS ARRINING.

MY MAAID. SHE SAID THEYRE
RECRUTING CHILDREN FOR

I wans JUST TALKING TO
THE FRONT. R.EALL\H!‘.?

IT'S HUTS ! THEY HYPMOTIZE THEM AND JUST T0SS
THEM IMNTO BATTLE, ABSOLUTE CARMAGE.

THEY COME FROM THE PODE AREAS, YOU
CAM TELL,. FIRST THEY COMVINCE THEM
THAT THE AFTERLIFE IS EVEM BETTER
THAM DISHEYLAND, THEN THEY PUT THEM
IM A TRANCE WITH ALL THEIR S0MGS..
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THE KEY TO PARADISE WAS FOR POOR, PEOPLE. THOUSANDS OF YOUMNG KIDS, PROMISED A BETTER LIFE,
INEFIELDS WITH THEIR KEYS AROUND THEIR MECKS,

N

EXPLODED OM THE M

MES, MASEIME'S SON MANAGED TO AVOID THAT FATE, BUT LOTS OF OTHER KIDS FROM HIS NENHBORHOIOD DIDN'T,

MEANMWHILE, | 0T TO &GO TO MY FIRST PARTY. HOT OHLY DIP MY MOM LET ME GO, SHE ALSD
A SWEATER FULL OF HOLES AMD MADE ME A NECKLACE WITH CHAINS AND MAILS. FUME

KNITTED ME
ROCK WAS IN,

1 WAS LOOKKIMG SHARF,
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